A LIVING WAGE

~ FISED AT 7/.

The Court of Industrial Appeals sat again

-on Saturday afterncon to decide the wuges |
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to be paiq in the brushmaking trade. Jus-!

tice Gordon presided. Mr. H. A. Pa'rs:nsl'

watched the proceedings on behall of tae |

employers.

Further evidence as to the !

Jowest wage to be paid to an unskilled !

laborer was called.

William Peters, greengrocer,
called by the court, said he
"business  swith  -the
and - in his opinion the
penditure for greceries for

weekly  ex-

the

Norweed. |
d.id
working classes, |

average |

working man would be 11/4. as follows:—6 |

lb. sugar, 1,3; two packets S.R. flour, 7id.,
i-1b., tea, 4d.; 1.1b. butrer, 1/; 3 Ib. cocoa
or coffee, 4d.; # Ib. rice, 13d.; 1 Ib. bariey
or split peas, 3d.; 1 bar soap. 6d.; 1 Ib.
currants, 6d.; 1 lb. raisins. 4id.; % Ib.
| starch, 3d.; 1 bottle pickles. 64.; 3 dozen
| custard powders, 6d.; 3 Ib. pastry butter,

1 &d.; 3 1b. tea, 5d.; 1 tin herrings. 6d.; 1.
tin jam, 7d.; 2 Ib. salt, 2d.; 1 oz, pepper,

12d.; biscuits, 6d.; glue, 3d.; oatmeal, 6d.;
sauce or vinegar, 43d.; 1 dezen eaxgs, 1045
1 cozen matcaes, 4d.

i

i

He had spoken 1o}

several of his customers in order to cbtain |
the informuation, and had averaged their!

bills for a period of several months.
“Willlam North, broom canvasser, Sea-
more-place, Adelaide, called by Mr. Par-
sons, said he had no children, there being
only his wife and himself. IHis house rent
{or two rooms was 3/6; groceries would cosc
2/6; bread, 1/9; meat, 1/4; milk, 103d.;
meat, 4/; fuei, 8d.; vegetables 1/8; light-
ing, 4id.; tobacco, 1/3; fruit and dr.nk,
1,6; boeots ang clothes, 2/y total, 19/11. He
was earning £1 per Wee'k, and was happy
with his lot. -

]

His Honor considered the rent below the
average, waleh was §/ to 10/ at least, _
At this point the court adjourned for a

quarter of an hour, and on Te-
suming Mr., Parsons intimated that
the employers - had mno desire to

ask their men to work for less than a living
wage, and agreed to accept 7/ as the m.m-
muni.

His Honor said Le wus pleased to receive
this assatan:> .and that it would not be
necessary to call further evidence on this
point. He would therefore. declare 7/ as
the minimum wage at which a man couid
live, and the questicm of fixing the wages
for brushmakers would now be caleulated
from this dzcision. B

The court adjourned till Friday next to
allow of a conierence between the em-
ployers and  employes on  various . other
points, ' o o

On S:iturday Mr. James Viant, organmsing
secretary of the South Australian "United
Laborers’ Union, was reported in connec:
tion with this.case to have said on_the pre-
vious day. that he believed the ruling wage
for laborers was 7/ per day. He informs us
that he test'fied that the ruling rate for
laborers was 8/, and he believed the rate in
the Government employ was 7/ per day,




